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Southeast Region Aquatic 
Invasive Species (AIS) Biologist
• AIS Response

• Guide response to new, high profile AIS findings within 
or in close proximity to surface water resources

• AIS Prevention
• Pathways management: Organisms in Trade 

• Regional Point of Contact (SE)
• AIS grant administration, technical assistance
• Monitoring, research, data management
• Outreach, education

• ‘Other duties as assigned’ 

Jamie 
Vandenlangenberg
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AIS Response
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DNR AIS Response Framework
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Response – Perennial Pepperweed, 
MKE River (Mequon)

• Found by Mark Renz (UW Madison) 
summer 2025

• Growing at edge of parking lot along river
• Fill introduction?

• Surveyed upstream and downstream
• No additional Pepperweed found

• Mequon noxious weed ordinance being 
implemented  for control 



Response – Round Goby, 
Lake Winnebago
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In the summer of 2025, round 

goby were verified near the 
mouth of the Fox River in 
Oshkosh. 



Responding to new invasive aquatic plants
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Who/What/Where/When/How? 

What else do we know about the aquatic plant community in the lake? 

Is there ongoing management?

Do we have a comprehensive lake plan or aquatic plant management plan?

Who can help?!?



Responding to new invasive aquatic plants

WISCONSIN DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES | DNR.WI.GOV

Species-specific considerations – 
• Widespread species, or new to the state/region? Chances of re-introduction events?
• Potential to impact navigation/recreation? Native plant community?
• Are there control methods? Are there side-effects to native species?

Considering disturbance carefully – invasives thrive in disturbed systems 

Setting realistic expectations – true eradication is typically not attainable

Learning (over time) system-specific trends and impacts – When needed, adaptive management



Starry Stonewort
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Native to Eurasia, present in N. America since 1978

Unique macroalgae species – not a true plant! 



Starry Stonewort in WI
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2014 – first discovery (Little Muskego Lake)

Now present in ~39 WI waterbodies

Requires hard water conditions

Unique management considerations
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Response – Starry Stonewort
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Relatively short stature compared to other aquatic plants = less 
likely to cause navigational/recreational impediments

Full eradication is not a realistic management goal 

Dept. not currently supportive of chemical use on SSW

Ideal scenario = integrate into aquatic community of the lake 
without unduly displacing native plants or impeding nav/rec 



Response – Starry Stonewort
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Build understanding of population dynamics in the system – PI surveys, citizen 
monitoring, learn from other groups, etc.

If management is warranted - Containment-based management approach, 
using selective methods (hand-removal, DASH)

Framework to address :
• Nuisance conditions as they arise (nav/rec impeded)
• When located in high traffic/shallow areas (ie. boat launch)
• How monitoring will be done



Invasive plants and animals that may be introduced through trade
• Traditional sales
• Global internet marketplace

Can be introduced to the environment
• Unintentional escapes
• Intentional releases

AIS Prevention - Organisms in Trade (OIT)
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Organisms in Trade Pathway Impact
Crayfish boils (Wauwatosa, Altoona)

Aquatic plant 
releases

Goldfish, Greenfield Park Pond
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Coordinate efforts to prevent the 
introduction and spread of 
invasives species through trade

• Buy, sell, trade, give away
• Includes hitchhikers

Requires working with many groups
• Inter- and intra-agency cooperation
• Partners/citizens
• Industry
• Other agencies and jurisdictions

Organisms in Trade (OIT) Program
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OIT Sub-pathways
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Specimen identification – DNR 
Law Enforcement
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Pet & Aquarium Trade
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Most Common 
Regulated Species

Moneywort
Lysimachia 
nummularia

Brazilian waterweed
Egeria densa

Water Lettuce
Pistia stratiotes

Other
species

20
%

13
%

11
%11%

8%

Carolina fanwort
Cabomba caroliniana

Malaysian Trumpet Snail
Melanoides tuburculata
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Pet Store Efforts over the years
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Pet release happens… What can we do about it?
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The Big Picture 
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https://healthylakeswi.com/ 

https://healthylakeswi.com/
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It takes a Village!



Patrick Siwula, SE Region AIS 
Biologist

Patrick.Siwula@wisconsin.gov
(920) 400-9172
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